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Introduction: 
 

In early 2014 the standards regarding the manufacture, supply and 

professional installation of internal window blinds changed significantly. It 

became illegal to supply or professionally install an internal window blind 

which did not comply with the child safety requirements of BS EN 

13120:2009+A1:2014. 

 

In 2015 an NHS Estates Alert was issued Ref:EFA/2015/001 to highlight the strangulation 

risk and the need to ensure all public access areas in NHS properties complied with the 

legislation.  

 

Unfortunately, there was an incident at one of our health centres where a young child got 

tangled up in an unsecured looped blind cord. Fortunately, their parent was on hand and 

managed to extricate the child before any harm befell them, but the question is raised as to 

why it happened and as part of the investigation into the incident, we need Centre 

Management/Property teams to assist us to take any appropriate remedial actions.  

 

Action to be completed by CM/Property teams: 

 

i. Identify all areas on site other than tenants’ demise, that have blinds with looped 
cords/chains 

ii. Review the blind to assess whether there are any safety features applied to the 
looped cord/chain (see Appendix A) 

iii. If no safety measures are in place – reduce the length of the cord in the interim 
until it can be made safe by the FM Provider 

•            
  

iv. Raise a variation with the FM Provider 
v. Complete the Blinds/Cords Tracker on Teams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///G:/CHP%20Central/Health%20&%20Fire%20Safety/13.%20Health%20&%20Safety/Guidance%20documents/Blinds%20cords%20EFA-2015%20-%20001.pdf
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Appendix A 

Blinds Looped Cord/Chains Safety Measures 

 

Reduce length of drawcord using recognised shortening device 

         

 

Safety chain break - Splits the chain loop apart should a child become entangled in the 

loop. 

        

 

Cord/Chain Tidy or Tensioning device - Keeps chain/cord loops under continuous tension 

and secures them to the wall, so stops the cord or chain from forming a loop. 

     

 

Breakaway cord connector - Releases cords safely when sideways pressure applied. 
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Cleats - Secure loose cords to the wall out of reach of young children. 

   

 

Vertical/Horizontal Blinds Wands – Replace chain/cord adjusters with wand removes the 

risk.  

              

 


