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Guidance on the safe use of Portable Heaters 

CHP recommend that portable heaters are used as a last resort only and if they are required the use of 

them is strictly controlled. 

CHP recommend that only oil filled or electric radiators are used to provide localised heating 

If their use is due to a failure of the heating systems within the premises this must be reported to the Helpdesk 

or your CHP ORM. 

• Under no circumstances are fan heaters, radiant, gas, paraffin, or LPG powered heaters to be used 

within any CHP property. 

o Gas, LPG & paraffin can leak fuel, can give of noxious fumes and require the storage of 

flammable substances within the premise. 

o Portable gas heaters can give off one litre of water for every kilo of gas burnt, which will form 

as condensation.  This may cause issues with damp & mould and may lead to further health 

issues. 

o The use of these types of heaters pose a substantial increase in fire risk and the use of them 

will render any fire risk assessment that does not cover them void.  

• Always follow the manufacturers operating and maintenance instructions. Keep them clean and check 

them regularly.  

• Ensure that they are subject to inspection by a competent electrician at the relevant timescales within 

your PAT regime. 

• If the heater is to be used in one place, fix it securely to a floor or a wall. 

• Turn off portable heaters before leaving at the end of the day 

• Do not move the heater while it is switched on  

• Do not stand or sit too close, your clothing may melt or ignite ?  

• Do not place a heater too close to furniture, fixtures or fittings. 

• Do not place notice boards or posters immediately above heaters. 

• Do not place heaters where they can be knocked over 

• Do not operate a heater from where a door could open on to it 

• Do not air, or dry clothing on heaters  

• Do not use flammable adhesives, cleaning fluids or aerosol sprays near a heater 

• Only use a heater which carries the mark of the British Electrotechnical Approvals Board (BEAB) 

• Keep flexes as short as possible.  

• Position the flex so that it will not cause a trip hazard, ensure it will not pass under doors or carpets.  

• Never operate with worn or damaged flex. 

• Ensure that the flex is not exposed to the heat from the appliance or from high temperatures from 

other sources 

• Ensure the correct rated fuse is fitted in the plug 

• Plug the heater directly into the mains socket and avoid extension leads if possible, please follow 

Electrical Extension lead guidance 
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• DO NOT use multi-way adaptors  

• Ensure that the heater is unplugged when not in use. 

• Any portable heater found to be in poor operating condition, damaged, or used improperly, is to be 

removed immediately. 

 

 

 

Example of CHP approved portable heaters 

Oil filled heater        Electric heaters 

            Free standing  

               Wall mounted 
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Examples of unapproved types of portable heaters: - 

Fan Heaters 

     

Radiant Heaters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Space Heaters 

                                   

 

 

 

 


